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Gleeson Gifted Education Program:
Nurture. Flourish. Soar.

Vision and Mission



Father Gerald Gleeson (1970)



Definitions

Our work with Gifted and High Potential students at St Patrick’s College, Strathfield is
informed by Gagne’s Differentiated Model of Giftedness and Talent (DMGT). The DMGT
focuses on achieving high performance through the transformation of outstanding
natural abilities into outstanding developed competencies or talents.?

Gifted Learners

The College defines gifted students as those whose potential significantly exceeds
that of students of the same age in one or more domains: intellectual, creative, social-
emotional, and physical, and are identified by formal testing measures.

High Potential Learners

High Potential learners are those whose potential exceeds that of students of the same
age in one or more domains and are identified through standardised testing and
school-based identification measures.
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The Four Key Parts of Gleeson

Extension, Enrichment, Differentiation, and Acceleration

The Framework emphasises four key areas for student provisions and adjustments:
Extension, Enrichment, Differentiation, and Acceleration. Each area underscores the
importance of granting all students access to a robust, standards-based curriculum,
employing research-based instruction methods, offering engaging learning
opportunities, and providing differentiated learning tasks that resonate with real-world
contexts.

Extension

Extension at St Patrick’s College, Strathfield refers to activities that extend thinking
and skills within the classroom.

Extension activities are levelled to fit the student. For gifted students, these are
challenging, meaning they are not more or busy work but activities that deepen



Gleeson Classes, Years 7 -10

St Patrick’s College has a selective Gleeson stream in Years 7 to 10 that comprises
one to two classes, dependent on the student cohort, where academically gifted boys
and those with high potential are grouped with other boys of similar ability. Teachers
of these classes use specialised teaching methods and materials.

Using data from internal and external assessments and teacher feedback and
recommendations, we place students in subject-based Gleeson Classes relevant to
students’ unique gifts and talents. For example, the cohort in the Gleeson Mathematics
class might not be the same as that in the English class. Similarly, learners with a
strength or talent in Music or Visual Arts but not in English can still access an extension
class.

In Stage 4, the students in a Gleeson Class participate in separate English,
Mathematics and Core classes. The Stage 4 Core comprises Religious Education,
Science, History, Geography, PDHPE and in Year 8, Languages.

There will also be a Gleeson Class for Gifted and HIP students in Visual Arts and
Music. Students selected in the Gleeson Music Class in Years 7 and 8 will be expected
to continue their study of a musical instrument and continue their membership of a



Differentiation



Gifted students require high-level content and deeper conceptual understanding to be
challenged within their learning environment.” Teachers will consider the individual
needs of the gifted and talented students in their classes to encourage high
achievement, originality, problem-solving, higher-order thinking skills and creativity.
Teachers will assess students’ knowledge and skills to provide challenges and learning
options appropriate for their development.



X X X X X X X X

contract work, with students negotiating the components of the contract
open-ended questions, activities and assignments

online learning

hypothesis testing and problem-solving

individual research and investigation

opportunities for peer tutoring and assessment

access to mentors with specific expertise.
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Supporting the Wellbeing of Gifted and High Potential Learners

Gifted learners have unique wellbeing needs that require careful attention to ensure
their overall development and happiness.
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Methods of Identification

Gifted and High Potential Learners are found in all educational contexts. As a College,
St Patrick’s recognises that certain factors may inhibit the expression of giftedness.
This may include the deliberate masking of giftedness for social acceptance, the need
for intervention strategies to enable their giftedness to be identified and realised, or
that parents or caregivers may be reluctant to acknowledge or may be unaware that
their child is gifted. We will inevitably not know who all of our gifted learners are on
entry to the College, but will continue to use a range of approaches to identify gifted
and high potential students.

As a result of this, the identification process must be part of a school and community-
wide identification program, such that:

multiple criteria be used

a mix of subjective and objective strategies be employed

IQ tests be used in the context of other indicators and measures

the expectation be avoided that students will perform equally well on all
measures

X the underachieving, the exceptionally gifted, twice exceptional or from minority
populations are not overlooked.

X X X X

As a result of this, a variety of identification methods will be selected based on the
age/stage and the domain of the ability to be assessed. These include:

X academic assessment testing (upon entry, Year 6, Year 8 and Year 10)
x 1Q tests and other culturally appropriate
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